Peter McCoy, father of Bettie Shelton who was the wife of Elisha Elijah Briggs
His life, marriages and death depicted by newspaper obituary. Military record, his brother in law, William W. Lawing, Sheriff Lewis T. Blankenship, Burgess G. Hensley and Pensions Inspector. 

(Thanks to Dan Slagle for all the Pension information, and to Donna Cox Briggs for the newspaper report!)
Military Record of Peter McCoy:

  Peter McCoy was a private in Co.G, 64th NC Infantry (Confederate). He mustered in July 20, 1862, at age 20 or 21. He deserted Nov. 3, 1862. He later enlisted in the 2nd NC Mounted Infantry (Union), Co.E, on Sept. 1, 1863 (at age 24). Record shows he was born in Yancey Co., NC. According to family lore, he was among those captured just before the "massacre" in January of 1863. Story goes that (1).he hit a guard in head with rock and escaped; (2). his guard was a fellow Mason, and he released him.

Newspaper Report:
Pete McCoy.

Pete McCoy, The Jonesborough Journal, newspaper, Jonesborough, Tennessee, 27 Jan 1875, Volume I, No. 1, page 3, column 5.  Microfilm, “Jonesboro Miscellaneous 1844 – 1912”, Roll # 101, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville, TN. (Thanks to Donna Cox Briggs, email of  11/18/2010)
   Although most of our readers are acquainted with the circumstances attending the death of this man, there are few perhaps who knew that a man of such desperate character lived within the bounds of our county.  The history of his life would be the narrative of uncontrolled passions, of revolting crimes and outrages against the rights of person, the rights of property, the rules of decency and the requirements of morality, unrelieved by any noble impulse or generous action.  The day he was shot he was full of whisky and was itching for blood.  He had provoked a quarrel with one man, and swearing he would kill him, his wife, fearing a verification of the threat, hid his gun.  Ascertaining this, he became enraged at her and grasping an axe pursued her swiftly around the yard breathing forth loud and terrible oaths and threatening to take her life.  It was at this juncture that a man named Briggs interfered and besought McCoy not to kill his wife, whereupon McCoy turned upon him and advanced rapidly with the axe raised.  Briggs backed as far as he could and then told McCoy, who was still advancing, not to come any nearer.  This warning was unheeded.  McCoy pressed on profanely avowing his determination to split Brigg’s head open; nor did he stop until he had received two balls from the pistol of the latter.  

   This occurred Christmas day.  After a lingering sickness of near three weeks he died, and on his death-bed confessed to having committed six murders.  During his sickness he frequently sent for Briggs to come and make friends with him.  He kept a loaded pistol under his pillow, and his intention was, if Briggs came, to shoot him down on the spot. –His death was unregretted by his neighbors.  A sufficient number of them could not be marshaled to give him a decent burial and they were forced to the necessity of sending to North Carolina to get men sufficient to accomplish his interment.  From the information we have of his life and character, we should think that the history of East Tennessee would not furnish a record of a man more destitute of every right principle and more recklessly wicked than was Pete McCoy. 

   We are sorry to have to speak thus of the dead, but shall the press, so often called upon to extol the good qualities, and sound the praises of men and women after they die, shrink from that other duty of holding up to the public gaze the dark stained, criminal side of their character.  

Application for Civil War widow’s pension of Elizabeth Lawing, daughter of Ambrose Lawing and wife of  (1) Peter McCoy, (2) Joseph Hensley, (3) James Randolph (typed from photo of the original by Roger Porter, from email attachment by Dan Slagle 11/18/2010):
3-238a (for typewriter) Case of Elizabeth Randolph No. 1,588,474.

On this 31 day of –July, 1929, at deponent’s home county of Greene, State of Tennessee before me, S. M. Arnell, an inspector of the Bureau of Pensions, personally appeared William W. Lawing, who, being by me first duly sworn to answer truly all interrogatories propounded to him during this special examination of aforesaid claim for pension, deposes and says:

   I am 75 years old, am a farmer, my post office is Rural Route 9, Greeneville, Tennessee.

   The claimant Elizabeth Randolph is my sister. She has been married three times. Her first husband was Peter McCoy. He was killed by Logan Briggs. Her second husband was Joseph Hensley. He died in Unicoi County, Tennessee, near Flag Pond. Her third husband was James Randolph. I did not know Randolph. Our father was Ambrose Lawing, but he was not in the bunch with Peter McCoy. My said sister married Peter McCoy a short time after the close of the civil war. They were married in the Flag Pond country which was then a part of Washington County, Tennessee, now Unicoi Co. I don’t remember whether I was present at the marriage. My sister was just a girl at that time, only about two years older than me.  I had no special acquaintance with McCoy before my sister married. My sister had not been married before that. I never heard it alleged that he was married before that but the rumor was that he had run with a woman by the name of Betty Shelton over in Madison County, N. C. while the war was going on. It was reported that he had three children by her, but the report was that he was never married to her. She was living over in North Carolina at the time McCoy married my sister. I heard it rumored that she died but I don’t have any personal knowledge of her death. My sister raised those three children. She took those children to raise just after she married McCoy. I don’t remember that she was alive at the time McCoy was killed. She might have been but I do not think she was. I don’t know of anybody who could give you any information about her. I was present when McCoy was killed, saw him [page 7 Deposition D] (end p. 1).
(Begin second page of deposition, entitled Page 8): killed. My sister had lived with him up to that time.  I know nothing about his being in the army but I have seen a number who told me that they served in the army with him. I have an old muster roll of Co. E, 2 N. C. Mtd Inft. On which his name appears. His age is given as 24 years, date of enlistment as September 1, 1863 and place of residence as Laurel, N. C.  Briggs was never prosecuted for killing McCoy as it looked as though he shot in self defense. My sister remained a widow only a short time and then married Joseph Hensley. I don’t think I was present at that marriage. They lived together and raised a great big family. They were never separated that I heard of.  I was living over here when he died and have no personal knowledge of his death. Lewis Blankenship of the Erwin police force would know of his death. It was after his death that my sister married Randolph. Lee Sams of Flag Pond would probably be able to tell you about him. My sister went west a number of years ago. I have not seen her since. The affidavit on BJ 15 was executed by me. It is correct. My sister was never married until she married McCoy. 

Questions understood and answers correctly recorded. (Signed) Deponent.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this July 31, 1929, and I certify that the conents were fully made known to deponent before signing. S. M. Arnell (signed) Inspector.

 Application for widow’s pension, affidavit of Burgess G. Hensley

  3-289a (for typewriter) Case of Elizabeth Randolph No. 1,588,474.

  On this 30 day of July, 1929, at deponent’s home county of Greene, State of Tennessee before me, S. M. Arnell, an inspector of the Bureau of Pensions, personally appeared Burgess G. Hensley, who, being by me first duly sworn to answer truly all interrogatories propounded to him during this special examination of aforesaid claim for pension, deposes and says:

  I am 76 years old, have been a farmer, my post office is Rural Route 9, Greeneville, Tennessee.

  I remember Peter McCoy. I was only a small boy when the civil war was fought but I remember that he was a soldier in Co. E, 2d North Carolina Mounted Infantry. My father Beverly Hensley was a member of that company and regiment. He died at Tazewell, Tenn. on January 23, 1864 while he was a member of that company. I have seen the room in which he died. My brother Zachary T. Hensley was also a member of that company. He was taken prisoner at Warm Springs now Hot Springs in Madison County, N. C. and died at Castle Thunder, Richmond, Virginia. George Shelton and Len Jackson were captured with him. I was at Greeneville, Tennessee, I was there as an orphan boy and was with the company for probably ten days.  I saw Peter McCoy there at that time.  He was a member of Co. 3, 2d North Carolina Infantry. I saw him in ranks and heard him respond to the name of Peter McCoy when the name of Peter McCoy. (Sic)  The 3 N. C. Mtd. Infantry was also there at the time. I do not know who the colonel of that regiment was. As I understood it there was some trouble between Col. Kirk and Col. Bartley, but I don’t know who the colonel really was. The men were mixed up considerably but I am confident that Peter McCoy was in Co. E, 2 N. C. Mtd. Inft. My father in law Roddy Shelton was the captain of Co. E, and John Shelton was the lieutenant. I don’t think there can be any doubt about Peter McCoy serving in that company. After the war was over I stayed at Peter McCoys for some months, in fact I was there a short time while he was in the army. He was a small, slender man, about five feet ten inches tall and would weigh about 155 pounds, his hair was sandy and his complex(ion) [Page 5 Deposition C] (end page 1 of deposition)
(Begin second page of deposition) (ion) was rather dark. It is my recollection that he had his little finger on his left hand shot off by the rebels when they first came in on Shelton Laurel. He must have been twenty three years old, or older. I do not know when he enlisted but they started raising the regiment in 1863.  He was born and raised in Madison County, N. C. and so was I. After the war I associated with him regularly, we attended all kinds of sports together. In 1870 I was in the Tennessee Militia and in 1871 I was in the North Carolina Militia and Peter McCoy was in the same company with me. As I understand it Peter McCoy was a great raider and I know of four men he is said to have killed. He started out with Col. Geo. Kirk when he was raising the Second North Carolina Mounted Infantry, but Kirk was beaten out of that command by Col. Bartlett and afterwards raised the Third North Carolina Mounted Infantry. I do not think he was even an enlisted man in the Third North Carolina Mounted Infantry but he may have been with him on detached duty.  After the war, about 1874 Peter McCoy was killed by Logan Briggs at Flag Pond, Unicoi County, Tennessee. He was living in Tennessee at that time. I saw him after he was shot, was at his house the day before he died.  As I understand it McCoy was drunk and had made at his wife with a knife and Briggs interfered. McCoy then turned on Briggs and Briggs shot him. He was never prosecuted. If ever McCoy was married before his marriage to the claimant I do not know it. He took up with a woman and was in and out for a year or two, but he was not married to her. That was while he was scouting. That woman was Elizabeth Shelton, the widow of Noah Shelton. The claimant was the daughter of Ambrose Lawing. I had known her for four or five years before she married Peter McCoy.  She had never been previously married. After the death of McCoy she married Joseph Hensley. It is my recollection that she lived with him until he died. I lost sight of her after that. I have heard affidavits bearing my signatures in BJ. They are correct, except I did not know Randolph. I am not related or interested.
Questions understood and answers correctly recorded. Witness (Signed) J. R. Burgner; X His Mark Burgess G. Hensley, Deponent. Subscribed and sworn to before me this July 30, 1929, and I certify that the contents were fully made known to deponent before signing. (Signed) S. M. Arnell, Inspector.
 Application for widow’s pension, affidavit of Sheriff  Lewis T. Blankenship
 3-289a (for typewriter) Case of Elizabeth Randolph No. 1,588,474

  On this 19 day of August, 1929, at Erwin county of Unicoi, State of Tennessee before me, S. M. Arnell, an inspector of the Bureau of Pensions, personally appeared Lewis T. Blanknship who, being by me firs duly sworn to special examination of aforesaid claim for pension, deposes and says:

  I am 56 years old, an Chief of Police of Erwin, my post office is Erwin, Tennessee.

  I am acquainted with the claimant Elizabeth Randolph. Her maiden name was Lawing. I understand her firs husband was Peter McCoy. It is a matter of tradition that he was killed by Logan Briggs.  She then married Joseph Hensley. I knew him well. She had bout five children by him. He died near Flag Pond, Tennessee about fifteen years ago, or something near that time. I saw him after his death, shaved him, helped prepare him for burial and helped bury him. His widow, the claimant, remained around there for a few years and married a man by the name of Randolph. I won’t be sure as to his given name, but it seems  to me that it was Jim. I don’t know what became of Randolph. I know the claimant went west and I suppose is out there now. I never knew of anything against her character. I never heard of McCoy being married prior to his marriage to the claimant. It is my understanding that Pete McCoy and the claimant lived together as man and wife until McCoy was killed.

  Questions understood and answers correctly recorded. (Signed) Louis T. Blankenship, Deponent.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this August 19, 1929, and I certify that the contents were fully made known to deponent before signing. (signed) S. M. Arnell, Inspector.
Inspector Arnell’s report to the Commissioner of Pensions on the petition of Elizabeth McCoy Randolph:

Johnson City, Tennessee, September 30, 1929. 

Hon. Commissioner of Pensions Washington, D. C.

Sir:

  I have the honor to return all papers in the above indicated claim for pension and to submit my report thereon.

  The claim was referred for special examination to determine legal widowhood nd identity of claimant’s former husband with the soldier of record. It came to this district fo evidence on both points.

  The question of identity of soldier seems to have been satisfactorily met. Robert McAfee a member of the company testifies to the fact that he was a member of that company. McAfee is getting up in years and has a bad memory, but seemed to be fully satisfied that McCoy was a member of his company and was in his squad of fours. It was his general reputation that he had been a soldier and Burgess Hensley, who is a man with a fine memory, testifies that he saw him in that company when he visited camp as a boy.

  Pete McCoy was practically an outlaw. He had a number of murders charged up against him, one of them the most cowardly that could be imagined. At the time he was killed he was drunk and about the shoot his wife when some man shot him. It is not known definitely who killed him for two men shot at him at the same time, but no effort was ever made to arrest either of the men. It was felt that they had done a good service. McCoy lived with a woman over in N. C. before he married the claimant and had three children by her, but it was generally understood that they were not married. Here is no record of heir marriage in Madison County where they lived. I use to know the section in which he lived, was over there some thirty years ago rather frequently, and it was common understanding that almost as many men were living with women that they wee not married to as were living with their legally married wives. I am disposed to believe that soldier was not married to that woman. Claimant seems to have been married but the three times.
  I recommend that the claim be submitted to the Chief of the Board of Review for his consideration.

Very Respectfully, (Signed) S. M. Arnell  Inspector

